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THE 5TRAUGHN MANSION OR DORCHESTER HOUSE 

The Straughn house, erected in 1728 and razed in the 

1920's, was located near the corner of Gay and Race 

Streets. It was constructed by an Englishman by the name 

of Harrison who brought all of its materials from England. 

Later owners were Congressman Scott and Dr. Joseph Muse, 

who added a drugstore to the house. Thomas White converted 

it to a hotel known as "The Dorchester House". It was 

subsequently possessed by David Straughn, Esquire. The 

Straughn house is significant as one of the very early 

houses in Cambridge that is known to have existed and of 

which photographs are available. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
f o r the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

COMMON: 

The StraughQMansion or Dorches t e r House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

[2. LOCATION 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER! 

Formerly on gay and Race Streets 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cambridge 
S T A T E 

Maryland Dorchester 
3. CLASSIF ICAT ION 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• Diitriet Q Building 

• C S i t e • Structure 

D Object 

• Public 

• Privote 

• Bolh 

Public Acquisition: 

• In Process 

|~1 Being Considered 

D Occupied 

• Unoccupied 

• Prasarvotion work 
in prograss 

Yas: 

• Restricted 

• Unrestricted 

• No 

P R E S E N T USE (Chech One or More ma Appropriate) 

A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Commercial 

Educational 

Entartainmant 

I 1 Government 

I I Industrial 

• Military 

• Museum 

D Pork 

• Private Residence 

• Religious 

• Scientific 

I I Transportation 

n Other (Specify) 

• Comments 

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
| 6wNER' ' s NAME: 

S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

jS. LOCATION QF~LidAi PESCRIPTIQN 
C O U R T H O U S E , REGISTRY O F D E E D S . E T C : 

Dorches te r County Courthouse 
S T R E E T AND NUMBER: 

CI TY OR TOWN: 
206 High. Street 

Cambridge Maryland 21613 
ffitle Reference of Current Deed (Book & Pa. # ) : 

jSTfttPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEVS 
T I T L E O F SURVEY: 

D A T E OF SURVEY: • Federal • State • County • Local 
D E P O S I T O R Y FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

C ITY OR TOWN: 
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?• MSCRlPTtON 

CONDITION 
• Excellent D Good • Fair 

(Check One) 

I I Deteriorated I I Ruins Q Unexpoeed 

(Check One) 

• Alt.red D Unclfered 

(Check On.; 

D Moved • Original Sit* 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T * •! D O R I G I N A L (H known.) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

An old photograph of the Straughn Mansion in 
Jones History of Dorchester County shows that this 
was a handsome two and one half story dwelling with 
a gable roof, dormers, and a gable on the front. 
Across the front and at least one side of the house 
was a two story porch supported by rectangular 
columns, having a ballustrade with diamond pattern 
around the second story.. 
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SIGHiF.CANCE 
PERIOD (Check Onm or Mora mm Appropriate.) 

• Pre-Columbian • '6th Century 

• 15th Century D 17th Century 

( 2 18th Century 

n 1 9 » n Century 

n 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElsl (It Applicable end Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check Onm or More mm Appropriate) 

Abor iginol 

• Prehistoric 

n Historic 

• Agriculture 

£ ] Architecture 

D Aft 

|~1 Commerce 

"J Communications 

I | Conservation 

t I Education 

n Engineering 

1 I Industry 

QH Invention 

1 1 Landscape 

Architecture 

1~1 Literature 

• Military 

• Music 

a 
a 

D 
D 
D 

a 
a 

Political 

Religion/Phi

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Human* 

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

I 1 Urban Plonning 

• Other (Specify.) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

History: 

The Straughn house was erected in 1728 and razed 
in the 1920's. It was constructed by an Englishman 
by the name of Harrison, who brought all of its 
materials from England. The house passed from 
Harrison to Congressman Scott. Next to own the 
house was Dr. Joseph Muse, who later built the 
mansion at the corner of Muse and Academy Streets. 
(The Muse Mansion was eventually used as a female 
seminary and then as a high school until torn down 
in 1955 ) Dr. Muse added a drugstore to his 
house on Gay Street. Next to own the home was 
Thomas V7hite, a local Democratic politician who 
converted it into a hotel known as "The Dorchester 
House". It was subsequently possessed by David 
Straughn, Esq. 

Significance: 

This site is significant as one of the very 
early houses in Cambridge that is known to have 
existed.. 

PS-70B 
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WiOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Jones, Elias, The New Revised History of Dorchester 
County, Cambridge, Tidewater Publishers, 
1966. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E AND L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 

D E F I N I N G A R E C T A N G L E L O C A T I N G T H E P R O P E R T Y 

NW 

N E 

SE 

sw 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L O N G I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

L A T I T U D E A N D L O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
D E F I N I N G T H E C E N T E R P O I N T O F A P R O P E R T Y 

OF LESS T H A N T E N ACRES 

L A T I T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
o • • 

LONGI T U D E 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

I I . FORM PRE PARED BY 
NAME AND Tl T L E : 

Catherine L. Moore 
ORGANI Z A T I O N 

2/27/76 
S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

R o u t e 3 . Box 32 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Cambridge Maryland 
12. 
^State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National • State • Local • 

Signature 
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The Straughn Mansion or Dorchester House site 
Gay St. and Race St. 
Cambridge 
Cambridge Quad. 
Dorchester Co. 
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The Straughn Mansion (Dorchester House) site 
Gay St. and Race St. 
Cambridge 
1885 Sanborn Map Sheet 1 and Sheet 2 




